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Grade VI I I  -  English     

Lesson 7.  When I  set  out  f or Lyonnesse  

 

 

 

 

         The poet  t r avels t o an imaginar y place, called Lyonnesse. He shar es det ails his j our ney and 

t he impact  it  had upon him in t his poem, t he dr af t  of  which was f ound immediat ely af t er  his 

r et ur n f r om t he par ish wher e he had gone t o super vise t he r est or at ion of  a chur ch. The poet  

set s out  f or  Lyonnesse which was hundr ed miles away. I t  was wint er  and t he ent ir e f oliage was 

cover ed wit h f r ost . The poet  was ver y lonely. What  exper iences t he poet  would under go, on 

r eaching Lyonnesse, nobody could guess. No pr ophet , no wizar d not  even t he poet  himself  could 

guess what  would be t he nat ur e of  his soj our n.  

     When t he poet  r et ur ned f r om Lyonnesse, people obser ved t hat  t he por t ’s eyes wer e 

br ight  wit h happiness. All ar ound people silent ly admir ed t he r adiance and t he glow t hat  

r ef lect ed on t he poet ’s f ace. The r easons behind t his happiness and r adiance wer e 

incompr ehensible, but  somet hing had dr ast ically changed. 

 

 

 

 

When I  set  out  f or  Lyonnesse 

A hundr ed miles away, 

The r ime was on t he spr ay; 

And st ar light  lit  my lonesomeness 

When I  set  out  f or  Lyonnesse 

A hundr ed miles away. 

Ref erence  :  

  The above lines have been t aken f r om Thomas Har dy’s poem, 

‘When I  set  f or  Lyonnesse.’ 

Cont ext  :  

Poet ry 

Soul of  the Poem 

St anzawise Explanat ion of  The Poem 

St anza 1 
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  The poet  in t hese lines gives det ails of  t he at mospher e when t he poet  set  out  f or  

Lyonnesse. 

Explanat ion :  

  The poet  set s out  f or  an imaginar y place, Lyonnesse. This place was a hundr ed miles 

away. 

 I t  was a st ar lit  wint er  night  when t he poet  st ar t s f or  t his j our ney. The f r ost  had 

layer ed all t he leaves. The poet  set s out  on t his j our ney all by himself .  

 

 

 

What  would bechance at  Lyonnesse 

While I  should soj our n t her e, 

No pr ophet  dur st  declar e; 

Nor  did t he wisest  wizar d guess 

What  would bechance at  Lyonnesse 

While I  should soj our n t her e. 

Ref erence  :  

  Same as above 

Cont ext  :  

  The poet  in t hese lines medit at es upon what  t his j our ney might  have in st or e f or  him. 

Explanat ion : 

  The poet  medit at es what  might  happen t o him or  occur  while he would be st aying at  

Lyonnesse. The poet  believes t hat  it  was dif f icult  f or  him t o guess what  might  happen. Nobody 

could pr edict  t he event s or  occur r ences of  his soj our n. Neit her  a pr ophet  nor  a wizar d or  

magician could pr edict what  might  happen t o t he poet  dur ing his j our ney. The poet  is t r ying t o 

say t hat  dur ing his st ay at  Lyonnesse somet hing happened, but  nobody could have f or et old t his. 

 

 

                   

When I  r et ur ned f r om Lyonnesse 

Wit h magic in my eyes, 

All mar ked wit h mut e sur mise 

St anza 2 

St anza 3 
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My r adiance r ar e and f at homless, 

When I  r et ur ned f r om Lyonnesse 

Wit h magic in my eyes. 

Ref erence :   

  Same as above 

Cont ext   :  

  The poet  in t hese lines shar es wit h t he r eader s t he impact  t hat  t he j our ney had upon 

him. 

Explanat ion :  

  When t he poet  r et ur ns f r om t he chur ch, t her e was a cer t ain br ight ness in his eyes. 

People obser ved him wit h silent  admir at ion. They obser ved a unique r adiance on t he poet ’s f ace. 

I t  seemed as if  t he poet  had at t ained a secr et  knowledge at  Lyonnesse which lef t  a glow on his 

f ace and immeasur able happiness in his eyes. 

 

 

 

  

1.  I n t he f irst  stanza,  f ind words t hat  show 

  (i) That  it  was ver y cold.   (ii) That  it  was lat e evening. 

  (iii) That  t he t r aveller  was alone. 

Ans. 

  (i) The wor d ‘r ime’ shows t hat  it  was ver y cold. 

  (ii) The wor d ‘st ar light ’ shows t hat  it  was ver y cold. 

  (iii) The wor d ‘lonesomeness’ shows t hat  it  was ver y cold. 

2.    (i) Something happened at  Lyonnesse.  I t  was  

    (a) I mpor bable        (b) I mpossible          (c) Unf or eseeable 

Ans:  (c) Unf or eseeable 

          (ii) Pick out  t wo lines f rom stanza 2 j ust if y your answer.  

           Ans. “No pr ophet  dur st  declar e; 

                    Nor  did t he wisest  wizar d guess.” 

3.  (i) Read t he lines (stanza 3) that  implies the f ollowing.  

       ‘Ever yone not iced somet hing, and t hey made guesses, but  didn’t  speak a wor d.’ 

NCERT Folder  

Working wit h t he Poem 
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  (ii) Now read t he line that  ref ers t o what  they not iced.  

Ans.   (i) “All mar ked wit h mut e sur mise.” 

           (ii) “My r adiance r ar e and f at homless.” 

              

 

      

 

1.  What  t ime of  t he day did the poet  set  out  on his j ourney? 

  The poet  set  out  f or  his j our ney t owar ds evening. The wor d ‘st ar light ’ pr oves so. 

2.  How f ar was Lyonnesse? 

  Lyonnesse was a hundr ed miles away. 

3.  What  happened at  Lyonnesse? 

  On his r et ur n f r om Lyonnesse, t her e was a r emar kable change t o be seen in t he poet . 

However , t he exact  nat ur e of  t he event  r emains unknown, but  it  lef t  a huge impact  on t he poet . 

4.  What  change did t he people not ice in the poet ? 

  Ther e was a unique r adiance on t he poet ’s f ace and a cer t ain br ight ness in his eyes. 

5.  Where had t he poet  gone? 

  The poet  had gone t o visit  a par ish, t o super vise t he r est or at ion of  a chur ch. 

 

 

 

1.  Where was Lyonnesse? 

  Lyonnesse was consider ed t o be t he myt hical bir t hplace of  Sir  Tr ist am, in England and 

was believed t o have been submer ged by t he sea. I n t his poem, it  is an imaginar y place t o which 

t he poet  t r avels. 

        The poet  calls it  Lyonnesse because he t hought  it  as r emar kable as Lyonnesse. 

2.  What  happened t o the poet  when he ret urned f rom Lyonnesse? 

  On his r et ur n f r om Lyonnesse, t he poet  seemed t o be a changed per sonalit y. His f ace 

and eyes glowed as if  wit h acquir ement  of  some new f ound knowledge or  secr et . 

         The poet  seemed mor e happier , conf ident  and cont ent , “wit h magic in my eyes.” His 

j our ney lef t  an impr ession on his per sonalit y. 

 

   Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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3.  Were t hese changes expect ed changes? 

  No, t hese wer e not  expect ed changes. None of  t hese changes wer e f or eseen. The poet  

believed t hat  t her e couldn’t  possibly have been someone who could have pr edict ed t hese 

changes. 

       They wer e so sudden and unique t hat  it  was dif f icult  f or  him t o imagine it s knowledge by 

anyone. 

 

 

 

1.  Do you t hink that  the j ourney away f rom t he mat erial world t o the spiritual realm was  

    responsible f or t he changes seen in the poet ? 

   Yes, t he poet ’s j our ney away f r om t he cit y, which is symbolic of  mat er ial f air s and 

pleasur es int o t he r eligious and spir it ual r ealm symbolised by t he chur ch is r esponsible f or  t he 

changes seen in t he poet . 

          The poet  is able t o cast  away wor ldly desir e and t empt at ions and is per haps able t o 

sur r ender  himself  bef or e t he divine light  of  God and chur ch. These event s ar e r esponsible f or  a 

myst er ious glow and r adiance, t hat  was seen in his eyes and on his f ace. 

 

 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

‘What  would bechance at  Lyonnesse 

While I  should soj our n t her e, 

No pr ophet  dur st  declar e; 

Nor  did t he wisest  wizar d guess 

What  would bechance at  Lyonnesse 

While I  should soj our n t her e.’ 

1.  I dent if y the speaker.  

  (a) The poet    (b) Lyonnesse  (c) The pr ophet   (d) The wizar d  

Ans. (a) The poet  

Value Based Quest ions 

Ext ract  Based Quest ions 

Ext ract  1 
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2.  What  is Lyonnesse? 

  (a) An imaginar y place     (b) An imaginar y name   

  (c) The lioness     (d) A game 

Ans: (a) An imaginar y place 

3.  The word soj ourn means……….  

  (a) A holiday      (b) A br ief  st ay     (c) A vacat ion     (d) A house 

Ans: (b) A br ief  st ay     

4.  What  according t o the poet  nobody could have predicted? 

  Accor ding t o t he poet , nobody could have pr edict ed t he impact  of  t he soj our n on his 

per sonalit y. 

5.  What  happened at  Lyonnesse? 

  Some impr obable incident  occur r ed at  Lyonnesse. An incident  t hat  lef t  a lif e-changing 

impact  on t he poet . 

6.  Choose one adj ect ive f rom the lines and use it  t o make a sentence of  your own.  

  Wisest -t he sayings of  t he old people ar e t he wisest . 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

When I  set  out  f or  Lyonnesse 

A hundr ed miles away, 

The r ime was on t he spr ay; 

And st ar light  lit  my lonesomeness 

When I  set  out  f or  Lyonnesse 

A hundr ed miles away. 

1.  Where did t he poet  set  out  f or? 

  (a) Lyonnesse     (b) England       (c) Gr eece       (d) Rome 

Ans. (a) Lyonnesse 

2.  The word ‘rime’ means………………. 

  (a) Wint er         (b) Fr ost       (c) Snow   (d) St ar s 

Ans. (b) f r ost   

 

Ext ract  2 
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3.  How f ar was Lynonnesse? 

  (a) Ten miles away     (b) Hundr ed miles away 

  (c) Five hundr ed miles away    (d) Fif t y miles away 

Ans:  (b) Hundr ed miles away 

4.  Who all accompanied t he poet  on t his j ourney? 

  No one. The poet  was all by himself  when he set  out  on t his j our ney. 

5.  What  t ime of  t he day it  was when the poet  set  out  on his j ourney? 

  I t  was pr obably lat e evening or  night  as indicat ed by t he wor d st ar light . 

6.  Choose a word that  means all alone.  

  Lonesomeness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


